
Some of you may be familiar with the name Catherine De Hueck Doherty who was the founder 

of the Madonna House Community in Combermere Ontario.  However, before she came to 

Canada Doherty lived in the States where she worked serving the urban poor in soup kitchens 

and shelters. 

One day she is called to one of her missions because the community members were in conflict.  

After listening to a couple of hours of listening to their arguing and bickering she stands up and 

says,  “I have made my decision, I am closing this house and this mission.”  But Catherine if we 

close who will feed the poor and shelter the homeless? 

The government can ladle soup and make a bed as efficiently as we can but we are called to do 

it with love, and if we can’t do it with love we’re not doing it.”  (repeat) 

As we listen to the Gospel today we have several little snippets pieced together which are 

asking the question, Where are your priorities?  What do you really value? 

Is discipleship of greater value than family, than life itself?  Are you willing to carry the cross? In 

your life of faith are you as discerning and thoughtful as someone building a tower, or going 

into battle?  How attached are you to your possessions? 

  Are we listening and allowing God’s word to form us and guide us?  Is there any love there?  

Are we motivated in any way by the love of God? 

The second reading today comes from Paul’s letter to Philemon, which is a really short letter.  

And it is pretty self-explanatory- Onesimus is a slave, Philemon’s slave, who has been aiding 

Paul during his imprisonment.  But as his end draws near Paul is going to send Onesimus back 

to Philemon.  He does not order Philemon to do anything but he encourages him, provokes him 

in the name of love.  For the love God, do not welcome your slave back but your brother in 

Christ back.  Your relationship is no longer that of master and slave but as brothers in the Lord. 

St. Paul does not make a demand but invokes a higher calling, a calling that Philemon has said 

yes to when he was baptized in the faith, when he became a Christian.  Will he respond to this 

higher calling?  What does he truly value?  

Today’s Gospel asks us a number of questions.  Are we planning well?  Are we willing to follow 

Jesus-no matter the cost?  Are we clinging to material goods?   

But at the heart of each question and each response.  Is there any love of God in our lives?  And 

will we respond to that love? 

 

 


